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PREFACE 


TO THE THIRD VOLUME. 


—_——~<>_- 


In commencing the Third Volume of our New Serizs of the MontHty 
MAGAZINE, we take leave—perhaps at the hazard of being deemed obtru- 
sive—to offer a few words, on our own account, to the public. We have 
no disposition, in general, to talk about ourselves ; for, besides that there 
prevails (we understand) a considerable distaste in the world to read upon 
such subjects, they are, of all others in the world—as every author 
knows who has tried the experiment—the most difficult and unmanage- 
able to write about. But there are occasions when it becomes almost 
the unavoidable duty of men conducting a literary speculation of some 
magnitude, to remind their friends of what their pretensions—great or 
small—to patronage, are; as well as to return those friends thanks for 
the favours which they have received. 

To begin, then, with the latter task, as the most grateful. We have 
to return thanks for that patronage which has enabled us—starting with 
our New Series as we did, at a period of unexampled depression in the 
Book-trade—to congratulate ourselves, from the commencement of our 
labours, upon a steadily, and, of late upon a rapidly, increasing circula- 
tion. It would be ridiculous to publish any documents, as apparent evi- 
dence of this fact. On such evidence the public can never have any 
check; and that circumstance alone would be a sufficient reason for 
our not proposing it; even if it were not the case—as we regret to say 
it is—that the gross fallacies daily set forth to the same purpose, 
have long made such declarations worthless in the eyes of persons of 
experiegce and judgment. The evidence of our prosperity we wish to 
be found—that is, as far as the public is concerned in finding it at all 
not in statements got up as to the sale of our Magazine, but in the qua- 
lity and character of our Magazine itself,—in the increased talent 
which that success enables us to employ in our original papers; in the 
information, foreign as well as domestic, which it enables us to provide 
upon all general, interesting, and particularly upon scientific subjects ; 
and in the general, typographical arrangements of the work—a point 
which, in these days, becomes of no mean importance ;—all these advan- 
tages having been afforded—as far as, in the opinion of our friends, they 
may have been attained—with a very trifling alteration, indeed, it will 
be recollected, to our price. 

We commenced our New Serizs, as we have already observed, under 
circumstances of some difficulty. The Magazine had, up to that time, 
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2 PREFACE. 
been produced at a very cheap rate; but then it was certainly pretty 
stupid. In fact, there does seem to be a spell upon the gratis contri- 
butors: they would be invaluable, if they could write ; but, unhappily, 
it generally happens that they cannot. It was obvious that, in the 
improved state of literary periodical publications generally—weckly 
newspapers invading the once high occupation of reviews—and three- 
penny brochures digging out, wholesale, all those mines of various infor- 
mation, which, in a more golden day for Magazine writing, used to make 
up the celebrity of our own publication, and “ ‘The Gentleman's "—it was 
clear that, under such an altered state of things, the Magazine must alter 
too,—or it must die. The voyages to Brighton and Margate of “ Philo- 
Aquaticus ;” the historical and interminable queries of “ An Investigator ;” 
the inventions of «« Humanitas ” for catching mice, not by their necks, but 
their tails; or the poetic effusions—united—of all the initials, from 
_ A to Z, in the alphabet,—could not stand against such writers as were 
dashing and skirmishing, in “ Blackwood’s Magazine,” or the “ New 
Monthly,” or even in the “ London.” 

Under such circumstances, and having, both from our capital and our 
connexions, the means of commanding the best writers of the day, we 
determined to change the system of the Montury MAGAzine: and 
we are gratified in being able to say that our experiment has been ‘suc- 
cessful. Of the names of our contributors, custom forbids us to speak ; 
—we trust, however, that their writings will speak for them ; and thus 
much we will venture to say—the truth of which will be sufficiently ascer- 
tainable by those, who will not be backward in proving it an exag- 
geration, if it be so—that they consist not only of the most esteeméd 
writers, who have distinguished and are distinguishing themselves in the 
first periodicals of the day—but from a list, which, taken in its collective 
strength, no similar publication will be found able to excel. 

Of course, a system like this—as it was not commenced without risk— 
so it will not be maintained without exertion. But the risk has succeeded ; 
and the exertion—in success—will not fall off. Nor can we safely state 
that our new course has not given offence tosome. We speak net of our 
rivals in public attention—but to some who were our constant and 
esteemed subscribers. There are persons to whom the tone of our 
politics has been displeasing. Others have regretted the substitution of 
our present more humorous, poetical, or literary dissertations, for those 
“ matter-of-fact” discussions, which—as a late correspondent reproaches 
us—used to be the staple commodity of the Magazine. 


*« Who builds” (as the proverb says) “ in the way where all go by, 
Shall make his house too low or too high.” 


To the first class of these objectors, we scarcely hope to answer quite satis- 
factorily ; for we cannot hold out any prospect of our departure from opi- 
nions, which have been—be they correct or erroneous—founded upon 
our best view of public advantage. We pin our political faith, not upon 
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individuals, but upon facts and principles. We have no party—nothing 
to gain from one interest, or to apprehend from the other. Our broad 
object, as we have already declared, is the general good ; our endeavour 
always to give our aid to that party which seems most in need of it. 
Under such feelings, it will not be deemed extraordinary, if we fre- 
quently find ourselves in the situation of opposing the wealthy, who are 
our natural friends and supporters—and siding with the poor, from whom 
we can gain nothing. The general good, however, it is that forms the 
safety—and the only real safety—of any country. Those advantages 
which one part of society holds at the expense, and, unfairly to the 
detriment of, the rest, are pregnant to themselves, no less than to their 
opponents, with danger and with mischief; and our aim—for which we 
challenge the strictest scrutiny—though it may be by the freest dis- 
cussion to elicit truth, will never be to kindle discord, to agitate or to 
inflame. 

Above all, we trust that our Magazine will never be found a vehicle 
for that low malignity—that spirit of private detraction—that base and 
scandalous style of personal slander—whether we treat on politics, lite- 
rature, or education—which is too prevailing a vice—we regret to say 
so—of the present day. 

We desire here not to be mistaken. We set up no charge of per- 
sonality ourselves ; nor acquiesce in any of the vulgar ones which, from 
interested and obvious motives, have been attempted to be set 
up, in some quarters, by other people. We object to no discussion, 
however severe, of any man’s public conduct. We see no crime in the 
amplest canvas of his political or literary claims, nor to the freest 
declaration of opinion upon them; to the comment, in fact, upon any 
thing, which a man’s own act has brought before the public eye. But we 
deprecate and detest the thought of pandering to an appetite, which 
naturally rules to royalty among the bad, and which has an existence, 
perhaps, even in the very best examples of human nature ; the search- 
ing into private life for anecdotes and misfortunes, to feed the ear of 
malice,or unthinking curiosity—with a species of attack against which the 
most cautious man in society has no shield, and by which the most ho- 
nourable and virtuous may be distressed, and made the butt of vulgar 
insult. We trust, in the same way, that, in our general dissertations, we 
shall ever be found to speak reverently of those authorities which custom 
maintains—and which, while they are maintained, he violates good 
breeding who refuses his respect to. Our principle will be this, upon 
every emergency—that the course generally received is right, until it 
shall be shewn that it is wrong; and, whatever our differences may be, 
for this we pledge ourselves to the utmost—that they shall be managed 
always in a spirit of courtesy, of fairness, and of liberality. 

Therefore, if we cannot convict those who think differently upon poli- 
tical subjects from us, we hope to conciliate them; if we do not get them 
to read us, we at least hope for their candid construction and esteem. 
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But those who merely dislike the general change of system in our Maga- 
zine, we hope to do better with; and to assure them that, along with 
some matters of literary amusement, and perhaps instruction, which they 
had not before, we shall continue to give them at least as “ much mat- 
ter-of-fact” as they possessed under the reign of our predecessors. 
For the truth is—“ all is not gold,”—our matter-of-fact friends will 
be aware of this,—‘ that glisters;” and a very great deal of the 
“fact” which used to delight them im this Magazine, we are very 
much afraid was apochryphal. There never could have been, we 
suspect, all that great number of extraordinary oysters, and hens 
with one leg, and gooseberries as big as pumpkins—with which 
they used to be delighted, month after month, in the way of “ fact ;” 
and the discussions of “ A.” and “ B.” about curing smoky chimnies, 
and managing household servants, the world may be assured had abso- 
lutely no truth in them: for—here is the proof—chimnies continue to 
smoke, and housemaids to be slatternly, to this day. 

We do, therefore, intreat these, our good friends—many, for instance, 
who have personally written to us—to look at us again. We do think that 
they will find, in the way of serious discussion, more, a great deal, in the 
Magazine now than they even used to find before. And for the Wonders— 
why they ought to be noticed ; and we have engaged a gentleman every 
month, to write a “ Letter toa Friend in the Country” upon that parti- 
cular subject, which we publish for the comfort of our provincial corres- 
pondents. And, besides—as we wish to hit all tastes as well as we may— 
we hereby give notice,—that we will do something, now and then, about 
curing the tooth-ache, and pickling onions, in the small-letter paragraphs 
at the end, 

For the rest—having detained our readers long enough—we have 
only to assure them, in sober earnest, that no branch of information or 
amusement shall be neglected in the Magazine. An addition has 
recently been made to our foreign correspondence, which will enable us 
to give increased novelty and interest to our article of “ Varieties ;” and 
the various matters of domestic information, for which our work has long 
been esteemed—the Medical, Agricultural, Meteorological, and Com- 
mercial Reports—the Biographical Memoirs—Proceedings of Learned 
Societies—Lists of Promotions, Patents, &c. &c.,—will continue to be 
derived from such sources as form the most perfect guarantee for their 
correctness and authenticity. With which assurance we take our leave, 
with every respect, of the Public for this time; wishing them all, according 
to the phraseology of the season, “ a Happy new year.” And to our 
SupsoniseRs especially—towards whom a little partiality may be excu- 
sable—very sincerely adding, “a great many happy returns " (pro- 
vided they continue to subscribe) of the same salutation. 


lst January 1827. 








